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American Board of Forensic Document Examiners  

Annual Meeting 

April 30, 2010 

 

2010 Annual meeting held at the Hilton Garden Hotel in Charlotte, NC 

Attending:  Dave Oleksow, Donna Eisenberg, Jeff Taylor, Carl McClary, Grant Sperry, Kathleen 

Nicolaides, Kirsten Singer, Frank Hicks, Dennis Ryan, Lisa Hanson, and Jim Josey.   

Meeting called to order at 7:23PM 

 

Motion to adopt the agenda made by Donna Eisenberg 

Second by Jeff Taylor 

Motion passed unanimously 

 

Treasurers Report – Jeff Taylor 

Treasurer’s report handed out and submitted for the record.  It was noted that the Department of 

Consumer and Regulatory Affairs two year report will be due next January 15, 2012 

Account totals 



 

 

2 

 

 

Ames fund - $4,462.26 

Dues received -  $30,750.00  Late fees collected - $275.00 

CD balance - $52,320.50.  This year’s interest $2320.50 

Checking balance - $3,666.72 

Savings - $39,835.88 

A payment was made to the Forensic Specialties Accreditation Board (FSAB) of $1500.  An  

overpayment refund of $500 was received from the 2009 maintenance fee.   

$480.20 was paid for travel expenses for the FSAB representative to attend the 2010 annual 

meeting. 

Profit and loss statement for April 09 to March 10 was handed out as well as the profit and loss 

statement for the previous year. 

The executive committee met and reviewed the Treasurer’s report on April 30 and reported no 

irregularities. 

Discussion was had on the future of the newsletter and an online edition was considered.  It was 

noted that Glenda Rhalls does all printing and mailing of newsletter and an online version would 

save considerable time and funds.  No change in the current procedures was formally proposed. 

Jeff investigated the use of a merchant Paypal account but encountered difficulty in the 

implementation of that particular product for various reasons to include his employer’s guidelines 

on internet usage.  This product may be of use in the future. 

Motion to accept Treasurer’s report made by Dennis Ryan. 

Second by Donna Eisenberg 

Motion carried unanimously 
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Committee Reports 

Credentials -  Carl McClary 

It was reported that four applications were received and all were cleared as “candidates for 

certification”.  All are in various stages of the testing program. 

Motion to accept report made by Frank Hicks 

Second by Jim Josey 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

 

Continuing Education -  Report given by Franks Hicks 

Workshops that have been approved were reported. 

Motion to accept report made by Donna Eisenberg 

Second by Jeff Taylor 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

FSAB Report 

Dennis Mooney, representative not present, but his report was previously disseminated and 

discussed at this meeting. 

No vote required. 

Public Relations- Kathleen Nicolaides  

A powerpoint presentation to be used for the ABFDE speaker’s bureau was given.   



 

 

4 

 

 

A cadre of forensic document examiners will be available to present ABFDE information at bar 

associations and other organizations and an ad will be placed on our website announcing the 

bureau.  A resource center to include Daubert/NAS information as well as other timely 

information relevant to our profession will reside on the website.  

Motion to accept report made by Kirsten Singer 

Second by Jim Josey 

Motion carried unanimously 

Recertification – Jan Johnson 

It was reported that there are currently 126 diplomates 

Two new diplomates were certified this past calendar year 

Eleven diplomates were recertified and seventeen are currently due for recertification  and are 

pending recertification applications and acceptance. 

Motion to accept report made by Jim Josey 

Second by Frank Hicks 

Motion carried unanimously 

Rules and Procedures – Frank Hicks and Carl McClary 

An extension to the testing period was discussed and the recommendation was to extend the length 

another six months.    

Motion made by Frank Hicks to change section 4B to read:  “an applicant shall… 2 and 1/2 years” 

Second by Kathleen Nicolaides 

Motion carried unanimously 
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Motion to accept report made by Kathleen Nicolaides 

Second by Kirsten Singer 

Motion carried unanimously 

Test Prep and Validation – Carl McClary 

A review of the progress made during the previous days with the American College Testing 

International panel consisting of a group of ten diplomates and ACT staff was given as well as a 

review of the remaining tasks by ACT and a second panel that will be needed before the 

completion of the new test blueprint. 

Motion made by Frank Hicks 

Second by Dennis Ryan 

Motion carried unanimously 

Workshop – Jim Josey 

Diplomate Courtney King assisted with a survey of trainees on types of supplemental training they 

would like to have.  It was noted that ASQDE currently provides break out sessions for trainees. 

Jim reported that the grant registration with NIJ was successful.  This will allow ABFDE to apply 

for subsequent grants. (Details on this issue are given later in the minutes) 

Motion to accept report made by Donna Eisenberg 

Second by Jan Johnson 

Motion carried unanimously 

Historian – Carl McClary 

Relatively few issues of major concern were brought to the board during the past year.  One 

complaint against a diplomate was handled by the President, per the regulations.  Great strides 

have been made with respect to the validation of our testing program and this will continue 

possibly into 2011. 
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Motion to accept report made by Jan Johnson 

Second by Dennis Ryan 

Motion carried unanimously 

Testing – Donna Eisenberg 

Two applicants have been certified– Laura Hammond and Elaine Wooten 

Three candidates were terminated from the program for not completing the testing within the 

allotted time period.  Three additional candidates voluntarily resigned from the program because 

of not completing the testing within the allotted time period.  

Motion to accept report made by Frank Hicks 

Second by Jeff Taylor 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

 

Secretary – Carl McClary 

Four applications were processed and forwarded to the testing committee. 

Motion made by Dennis Ryan 

Second by Donna Eisenberg 

Motion carried unanimously 

Nominations – Frank Hicks 

List of appointed nominees and CVs were passed out.  The slate will be submitted at the end of 

the 2010 annual meeting for voting. 

 



 

 

7 

 

 

Motion to accept report made by Lisa Hanson 

Second by Grant Sperry 

Motion carried unanimously 

Meeting adjourned for the day at 9:20 PM 

 

Meeting resumed at 1:00 on May 1, 2010 at the Hilton Garden Hotel, Charlotte, NC 

 

Consideration of the 2009 annual meeting minutes 

Motion made by Frank Hicks 

Second by Jeff Taylor 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

 

Old Business 

 

International examiners Report – Dennis Ryan 

Dennis contacted 29 possible members and received four positive responses. 

Discussion had on pros and cons of international certificants.  Benefits included bringing in 

additional members who could assist in workshops and other knowledge and the possibility of 

gaining those members and their colleagues.  A testing phase period would not, however, be 

lengthened for these applicants.  Training in English would possibly be required.  The translation 

of transcripts, verification of credentials, and training records were taken into consideration 
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Requirements recognized -  

Examinations would be in the English language and the candidate‘s primary written and spoken 

language would be English.  The majority of examinations would be in English. 

Motion made by Carl McClary to refer to committee the details of changes to the ABFDE RPG to 

be submitted when finalized.   

Second by Jim Josey 

Vote:  

3 in favor 

4 against 

4 abstaining 

Motion failed. 

 

 

Specialty Certification report – Dennis Ryan 

Discussion was had on the viability of a specialty certification.  Grandfathering members in was 

suggested with the tests to be taken at a later time.   Dennis noted that an informal survey of 

approximately fifteen diplomates revealed that  most were not in favor of pursuing the specialty 

certification. 

Motion made by Dennis Ryan to not pursue the issue. 

Second by Carl McClary 

10 in favor  

1 abstain 

Motion carried unanimously. 
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Assignment for updating the official diplomate listing 

A change to the Treasurer and Vice President (testing chair) SOPs to reflect this responsibility was 

suggested.  A copy of the listing will be give to the treasurer from test chair with an additional 

copy to Public Relations chair. 

ACT Project 

Review of progress of ACT test validation project was given by Carl McClary.  ABFDE is on 

track with the current schedule to have the national survey and KSA linking surveys disseminated 

and a new test blueprint developed.  It was decided that a second panel would convene in mid 

October to review the survey results and other progress. 

Application for workshop approval – Jan Johnson 

Questions have come up regarding what workshops have been approved for recertification points.  

How stringent should the recertification committee be on approval forms?  Frank suggested that 

approvals be copied to the recertification committee chair.  It was also suggested that if no 

approval form was obtained for recertification points, then Frank’s committee should be 

questioned as to whether the workshop was approved. 

The chair of Continuing Education committee will forward copies of all approved workshops to 

the Recertification Committee chair. 

 1.  Discussion of points awarded for return of ACT survey and discussion on participation 

on an ABFDE project committee.  Ten points was suggested as the maximum. 

 Passed without objection 

 

  2.  Training syllabus update committee - five continuing education points would be 

awarded for the return of an update on an assigned topic list. 

 Passed without objection 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

ABFDE Workshops – Jim Josey 

Jim now receives notifications of all grant opportunities.  Our registration is now up to date with 

Grants.Gov for eligibility to apply for training grants.  These will help fund workshops sponsored 

by the board that will assist with the training of QD trainees.  

There is a NIJ grant for the development of training programs.  Our application would be 

accepted even though we are outside of the targeted area. This would provide funding for training 

of state and local agency trainees. Private examiners, however, would not eligible. 

With help of Courtney King, Jim came up with a three week trainee program if the grant was 

awarded.  There may be a financial commitment on our part up front and that would be based on 

the type of grant.  It may take only 60 days to get a grant approved after submission. Dennis Ryan 

noted that an average award is $500,000 and that 25% of applications were approved in FY 2008 – 

2009.  A May 17 deadline for application may be problematic for this particular grant as well as 

the possibility to front up to 20% of a $100,000.00 request. 

It was recommended that the committee continue to be on the ready for future grant possibilities.   

 

Appeals to practical test failures -  Dave Oleksow 

There was three appeal on a recent practical test failures.  Two voluntarily withdrew their 

complaints.  One is Donna made the point that our SOPs now do not allow for appeals. 

Certificate extension seals – Dave Oleksow 

An issue regarding recertification certificates and the “expiration” of our certificates as initially 

issued was discussed.  It was suggested that a card can be mailed to a recertified diplomate with a 

new expiration.  This can then be framed or displayed in any manner.  This would resolve the 

issue of having new certificates made. 
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Printing of Marie Durina’s Paper/Ames Fund – Oleksow 

A diplomate requested that Ames fund money be spent on the above research, including having  a 

monograph printed.  ASQDE has first refusal and AAFS then has refusal.  Inclusion of the 

process and statistics is desired.   

Dave Oleksow recommended that Marie approach the society to publish other background 

information.  No objections were heard. 

Annual Report for FSAB – Carl McClary 

The annual report for FSAB was sent to that board’s secretary on April 29, 2010 via Fed Ex 

delivery. 

ABFDE Certification Presentation in Clearwater, FL – 8/2/10 

Lisa Hanson will be attending and volunteered to present. 

Training Syllabus Disk for Applicants – Johnson 

The syllabus is now automatically being forwarded to all applicants by Anne Roper, Corporate 

Assets, in our Houston office. 

 

 

Elections 

Directors  

Discussion was had on committee’s recommendations 

Rick Horton and Marie Durina elected by written vote. 

Frank Hicks, chair, will notify the new members via phone. 

Executive Committee 

Discussion was had regarding a suggestion that elections should be for the filling of positions for 
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remainder of the term only.  This would allow officers to stay on a similar two year rotation. 

President  -  

Kisten Singer nominated by Donna Eisenberg 

Second by Dennis Ryan 

Elected by acclamation 

 

Vice President –  

Lisa Hanson nominated by Donna Eisenberg 

Second by Jeff Taylor 

Grant Sperry nominated by Frank Hicks 

Second by  Carl McClary 

Dennis Ryan nominated by Kirsten Singer 

Nominees left room and discussion ensued. 

 Lisa Hanson elected by written vote 

 

Treasurer – 

Jeff Taylor nominated by Donna Eisenberg 

Second by Frank Hicks 

Elected by acclamation 

 

Terms will begin on July 1, 2011 
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Committee assignments will be made by the new President before the new terms begin. 

 

Arrangements for next meeting – It was suggested that the last of April is a good time for most 

members to meet and the 29th of April was tentatively scheduled. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:15. 

 

Respectfully submitted on July 9, 2010 

Carl R. McClary 

Secretary 


